
In Perversion of Virtue, Dr. Thomas Joiner 
concludes the root causes of murder-suicide 
are tragic interpretations of mercy, justice, 

duty and glory.



C: 2 to 3 D: On most days, none.

B: 5 to 10

When published, there were on average 105 suicides 
per day in the US. How many were murder–suicide?

A: 10 to 15

In Perversion of Virtue, Dr. Thomas Joiner 
concludes the root causes of murder-suicide 
are tragic interpretations of mercy, justice, 

duty and glory.



While uncommon at 2% of suicide deaths, 
these tragedies occur nearly daily and loom 

large in the media and public 
consciousness. 

C: 2 to 3 D: On most days, none.

B: 5 to 10

When published, there were on average 105 suicides 
per day in the US. How many were murder–suicide?

A: 10 to 15
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