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ERPO or “Red 
Flag Laws”

 21 states currently have these laws

 Provide for capacity to have guns removed when a person is 
thought to be dangerous, with due process protections

 Can prevent suicide and risk of harm to others

 Helps provide a community solution to reduce risk without 
specifically focusing on mental illness

 Implementation of the laws can benefit from training and 
technical assistance where needed



Extreme Risk Protection Orders
• President announcing funding availability and urges the 29 states without these 

laws to pass them

• Training and technical assistance through an ERPO Resource Center
• “The Resource Center is funded by a Department of Justice’s (DOJ) Bureau of Justice 

Assistance grant made possible by Bipartisan Safer Communities Act (BSCA), and is run by 
the Johns Hopkins Center for Gun Violence Solutions.”

• Forthcoming TAC through NASMHPD/SAMHSA papers and other outreach



Highlights

ERPO as part of the safety net within the crisis 
continuum

Partnerships across sectors will be key (e.g., 
mental health, law enforcement, courts)

Supports ongoing attention to the need to 
have means restriction to reduce harm

More to come…



Thank  You!
Debra.pinals@nasmhpd.org
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