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Myths that Obstruct Access to Mental Health Treatment

MYTHS

People with I/DD, Brain Injury and/or other neurodevelopmental 
disabilities cannot experience mental illness. FALSE

People with I/DD, Brain Injury and/or other neurodevelopmental 
disabilities don’t experience trauma because of cognitive challenges FALSE

People with I/DD, Brain Injury and/or other neurodevelopmental 
disabilities cannot benefit from evidence-based mental health treatments FALSE

All behavior exhibited by people with I/DD, Brain Injury and/or other 
neurodevelopmental disabilities is bad behavior, not symptoms of mental 
health diagnoses or trauma.

FALSE



Myths that Obstruct Access to Mental Health Treatment

MYTHS

People with I/DD, Brain Injury and/or other neurodevelopmental disabilities experience 
mental health conditions at rates higher than the general population – a meta study 
estimates prevalence at or above 33% incidence.

TRUE

People with I/DD, Brain Injury and/or other neurodevelopmental disabilities have life 
experiences that increase likelihood of trauma: 
• Higher rates of abuse, neglect and exploitation, including higher victimization rates of sexual 

abuse
• Social isolation and bullying
• Extensive and invasive medical procedures (with or without consent)
• For some, separation from family, love and support

TRUE

People with I/DD, Brain Injury and/or other neurodevelopmental disabilities can benefit 
from evidence-based mental health treatments – sometimes with necessary but simple 
accommodations 

TRUE

Behavior supports can be important to support people with disabilities, but they should 
be used alongside mental health treatments to ensure that the person is supported 
holistically 

TRUE
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Think about your go-to resources

https://acl.gov/TheLinkCenter 
Email: thelinkcenter@nasddds.org  

A Project of National Significance funded by ACL and led by NASDDDS, in partnership with 
NASMHPD, NASHIA, and NADD 

https://acl.gov/TheLinkCenter
mailto:thelinkcenter@nasddds.org
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Sarah Corcoran
(Guide Consulting)



Committee Leads – 119th Congress
HOUSE

Ways & Means Committee Energy & Commerce Committee

Chair: Rep. Smith (R-MO)

Ranking Member: Rep. Neal (D-MA)

Chair: Rep. Guthrie (R-KY)

Ranking Member: Rep. Pallone (D-NJ)



Committee Leads – 119th Congress
SENATE

Health, Education, Labor & Pensions (HELP) Committee Finance Committee

Chair: Sen. Cassidy (R-LA)

Ranking Member: Sen. Sanders (I-VT)
Chair: Sen. Crapo (R-ID)

Ranking Member: Sen. Wyden (D-OR)



Committee Leads – 119th 
Congress - Appropriations

Senate – Full Committee House – Full Committee

Chair: Sen. Collins (R-ME)

Ranking Member: Sen. Murray (D-WA)

Chair: Rep. Cole (R-OK)

Ranking Member: Rep. DeLauro (D-CT)



Committee Leads – 119th 
Congress - Appropriations

Senate – Labor, Health and Human Services, 

Education & Related Agencies Subcommittee

House – Labor, Health and Human Services, 

Education & Related Agencies Subcommittee

Chair: Sen Capito (R-WV)

Ranking Member: Sen. Baldwin (D-WI)

Chair: Rep. Aderholt (R-AL)

Ranking Member: Rep. DeLauro (D-CT)
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The Fallacy of the Stanford Prison Experiment

CLAY RA
M
S
A
Y

If you’ve taken Psychology 101, you’ve likely heard of the 
Stanford Prison Experiment, a 1971 filmed study in which 
Philip Zimbardo randomly assigned male college students 
to be prisoners or guards in a makeshift prison in the 
basement of Stanford University’s psychology department. 

Within a week, conditions deteriorated. Guards subjected 
prisoners to increasingly humiliating drills and used sleep 
deprivation tactics.
READ MORE at 
Talk.CrisisNow.com

Clay Ramsay, 
Prisoner 416 in the 

1971 Stanford 

psychological 
study called the 

experiment the 
“ancestor of reality 

television.”

https://talk.crisisnow.com/







	Default Section
	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38: NASMHPD Update
	Slide 39
	Slide 40: Myths that Obstruct Access to Mental Health Treatment
	Slide 41: Myths that Obstruct Access to Mental Health Treatment
	Slide 42: Myths that Obstruct Access to Mental Health Treatment
	Slide 43: Myths that Obstruct Access to Mental Health Treatment
	Slide 44: Myths that Obstruct Access to Mental Health Treatment
	Slide 45: Myths that Obstruct Access to Mental Health Treatment
	Slide 46: Myths that Obstruct Access to Mental Health Treatment
	Slide 47: Myths that Obstruct Access to Mental Health Treatment
	Slide 48: Think about your go-to resources
	Slide 49: 988 Call/Text
	Slide 50: Mobile Crisis
	Slide 51
	Slide 52: Committee Leads – 119th Congress HOUSE
	Slide 53: Committee Leads – 119th Congress SENATE
	Slide 54: Committee Leads – 119th Congress - Appropriations
	Slide 55: Committee Leads – 119th Congress - Appropriations
	Slide 56
	Slide 57
	Slide 58
	Slide 59
	Slide 60




